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Inside this issue: 
 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY to hear of the results ob-
tained from a three year research study at Sussex 
University.  All local beekeepers are invited to a talk 
to be given by Gianluigi Bigio entitled ‘The Hygienic 
Bee project’. 
 

Gianluigi Bigio, who is from Italy and has a beekeep-
ing background, has a degree in molecular biology 
and plant genetics.  He joined the team at Sussex 
University in Spring 2010 to study for a PhD funded by the BBKA. He is 
reaching the end of his project and will present his findings at this lec-

ture. 
  
His project looks at techniques for 
improving the breeding and rear-
ing of queens to select for those 
that produce workers with an 
‘hygienic’ trait.  Hygienic behav-
iour is a naturally occurring ge-
netic trait and therefore can be 

selected for using conventional bee breeding methods.  Hygienic worker 
honey bees remove dead or infected larvae and pupae from their cells, 
reducing the spread of disease within a colony.  Hygienic bees can be 
perfect if used in a context of integrated pest management.  
 

His talk will describe the techniques he uses and results obtained during 
his three year project and outline the benefits if all beekeepers test and 
select for this hygienic trait. 
 

The talk will be without charge for WSBKA members, a donation of 
£2.00 to subsidise the hire of hall will be welcome from members of 
other associations.  

Breeding for Hygienic Bees 
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 Surrey BKA - Training Day 6th July 

There is an opportunity for West Sussex members to join a Surrey BKA honeybee dis-
eases training day on Saturday 6th July in the East Horsley Village Hall 1 - 5pm.   
Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham will lead a workshop on honeybee diseases to in-
clude a 'hands on' session to examine combs with Foulbrood disease. Time is short 
and places limited so book NOW with Sandra Rickwood rickwoodsbka@gmail.com  
or phone 01932 244326 for full details.  Fee is just £10 per member. 

London Honey Show at Lancaster London 

Lancaster London is again organising and hosting the London Honey Show 2013 
on Monday 7th October from 6pm.  The highlight of the show will be the 
awards ceremony. The most anticipated award of the evening is the coveted 
‘London Beekeeper of the Year 2013’, in association with BeeCraft Magazine.  
Entry is just £1 with all proceeds going to ‘Bees for Development’.  Further de-
tails are available from the WSBKA website. 

Sussex Beekeepers’ Association has a new website  (look familiar?!).  They also have a facebook page and 
this can be accessed from their website www.bbka.org.uk/local/sussex/membership/index.shtml  

Bee Improvement Group - Cornwall 

Black Bees create a Buzz at Paignton Zoo 
 
Apis mellifera mellifera (The Black Bee) was the indigenous bee of the UK for 
4,500 years until the period 1916 -1925, when the species was devastated by 
what was then known as the ‘Isle of Wight’ disease.  The Acarine mite was re-
sponsible for driving the species to what was believed to be extinction, and as 
a result, stocks were imported from different parts of the world to replace 
them.  However, fairly recently pockets of the Black Bee have been found to 
survive in remote parts of the UK and the Bee Improvement Group from Corn-
wall (BIPCo) have undertaken to assist this species and develop stocks through 
a careful selective breeding programme and Paignton Zoo agreed to host the 
study. 

 
National Bee Supplies offered to help BIPCo by providing two National hives that were placed within the 
Giant Tortoise Lawn, overlooking Baboon Rock at the Zoo.  Special wooden barriers had to be erected to 
protect the hives as each Tortoise weighs approximately 190 kgs and would make short work of the hives, 
unless protected.  Two colonies of black bees were transported from Cornwall by members of BIPCo and 
transferred into the National hives and checked for health and development in May. 
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Sussex BKA on facebook 
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The European Commission has now published the Implementing Regulation to re-
strict the use of neonicotinoids.  It is Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
No 485/2013 of 24 May 2013 and was published in the Official Journal on 25 May 
2013.  Its full title is ‘Amending Regulation (EU) No  540/2011 as regards the con-
dition of approval of the active substances clothianadin, thiomethoxam and imida-
cloprid and prohibiting the use and sale of seeds treated with plant protection 
products  containing these active substances’. 

 

It can be downloaded at http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:139:0012:0026:EN:PDF  

 

The main elements of the regulation are as follows:  

• Restriction in the use of three neonicotinoids; 1. clothianidin, 2. imidacloprid, and 3. thiametoxam  
for seed treatment, soil application (granules) and foliar treatment on bee attractive plants and  cere-
als. 

• In addition, the remaining authorised uses will only be available to professionals. 

• Exceptions will be limited to the possibility of treating bee-attractive crops in greenhouses, in  open-
air fields only after flowering. 

• The restrictions will apply from 1 December 2013. 

• As soon as new information is available, and at the latest within two years, the Commission will re-
view the conditions of approval of the three neonicotinoids to take into account relevant scientific and 
technical developments. 

 

A longer article will appear in this month’s issue of BBKA News. 

 

Dr David Aston, BBKA Chair 

Neonicotinoids – the new Regulation 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 16th July - ‘Reactions to Bee Stings - allergic & otherwise’, presented by Dr Terence 
Allan, Chichester Beekeepers.  Boxgrove Village Hall, 7:30pm.  Further details from: Henrietta Currey 
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Wednesday 3rd & 24th July, Saturday 13th  - Meetings 
at the Division’s teaching apiary.  The Wednesday meetings 
starts at 6:30pm and the Saturday meeting at 1:30pm. 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 6th July - Vic’s Bee Barbecue in Goring.   

Saturday 13th July - 2pm.  Visit to Mike Bowley’s apiary on the Arundel Estate. 

Sunday 14th & 28th July  - Meetings at Holts Farm, the Division’s apiary, starting at 2pm.  

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Central Sussex Division 

Wednesday 3rd & 24th July - Apiary meetings at 6pm to include queen introduction and clear-
ing bees for honey collection. 
Saturday 13th July - Apiary meeting at 9am - Microscopy checks for Nosema & Acarine. 
 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk  

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Saturday 6th July - Surrey BKA Training Day (see article on Page 2) 

Monday 7th October - London Honey Show, Lancaster London 
(article Page 2) 

Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October - National Honey 
Show.  St George’s College, Weybridge, Surrey 

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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I am writing this in the time between putting clearer boards onto hives and going back to collect a num-
ber of supers for honey extraction.  Great, you might think.  But the number of supers is half last year’s, 
and the date nearly three weeks later.  There are a lot more supers on, quite full, but nothing capped, so 
we plan to do an extra extraction in a couple of weeks, if those are finished, and hope that no oilseed 
rape honey has granulated.  After such a difficult season in 2012 we did hope for a perfect one this year, 
but it seems it is not to be. 
 
That has nothing to do with ‘the birds and the bees’, but two quite different events in the last month’s 
beekeeping have.  Let me explain. 
 
On the weekend of 1st & 2nd June we had a stall at The Floral Fringe Fair at Knepp Castle.  This was a won-
derful event, combining food, crafts, wildlife, plants and other things in a quirky manner with vintage 
overtones!  We sold a lot of honey, and took our best small colony of bees in the observation nucleus 
hive.  As always the bees create a lot of interest, not least from children.  Somehow it never seems boring 
repeating the facts and explaining the colony structure.  Then came the killer question.  Having explained 
about the queen, and the fact that she was the mother of all the bees, I was asked by a young boy ‘Where 
is their father?’.  So, I ask you, to what level do you explain to a child, with parents in attendance, about 
multiple matings, death of drones, etc. etc., while not giving false information to get you through?  A 
tricky one. 
 
The second, quite different incident came more recently, when called to Midhurst by an elderly lady who 
said a lot of bees had arrived suddenly in her (fairly large) bird nest box.  I am sure you are ahead of me 
here.  It had to be the tree bumble bee, Bombus hypnorum.  This 
relative newcomer to the U.K. (it arrived in 2001) has now spread 
widely, and loves bird boxes.  This was my first ‘hands on’ contact 
with this species, and as I had to go to Midhurst that day anyway, I 
went to have a look.  Sure enough, lots of bees, and they truly lived 
up to their reputation for aggression when I approached their home.  
As it was a small suburban garden, the box was right beside a bench, 
and the woman had young grand-children visiting quite frequently, it 
seemed safest to remove the box, so I taped up the warped lid and 
the gaps in the sides, and returned at dusk to plug the entrance and 
remove the whole box to a safe place.  There is some really good in-
formation about this bee on the Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording So-
ciety (BWARS) website at www.bwars.com where you can search us-
ing the word hypnorum to get a list of all the relevant content.  There 
is also a very well-written article in the BeeCraft edition of May this 
year.  I suggest you read up on this bee, as we are all likely to come across it more often in future. 
 
Time to go to the apiary and collect the supers.  I hope the bees have cleared okay! 
 

Tom 
 
 

More from Moore - the Birds and the Bees 

Bombus hypnorum, picture from 
BWARS website, credit to Nick Owens  



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

 
BEES FOR SALE -  nucs of bees are being offered for sale by Maarten Boers (Wisborough Green) for £150.  
All bees have been inspected by the Bee Inspector recently and are healthy with well behaved queens.  
Please contact Maarten on maartenboers1@hotmail.com or mobile 07989116429. 
 


